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Election of officers .... 3XY1T on Guinea (Los Island) 
(AFOS1) from February 18 to March 4, 2016 


MEETING NOTICE: 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22, 2016 
JOIN Us AT THE SIZzLER, 3755 Murphy Canyon Road, 
San Diego, CA 92123 (858) 278-6988 
SOCIAL HOUR, 5:00 P.M. DINNER, 5:30 P.M. 
MEETING, 6:30 P.M 
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From the Prez... 
John vissat, NA6L 


Last NAGL Prez column 


First I'd like to thank the current Board and all of 
my predecessors who have served the club 

throughout the years. | was surprised to learn how many of you have filled 
Board of Directors positions several times over the last few decades. | would 
also like to thank all of you that volunteer year after year for Visalia duties 
and add your name to the list to do projects that would help the club and 
your fellow members. 


I'd like to single out Howard Groveman W6HDG for the exceptional programs 
he provided this last year and also mention how fearless Miguel KJ6YX! was 
in volunteering to take on the Club shirt ordering job - I'm giving thanks for a 
normally thankless task. 


SDDXC is a Volunteer run organization and it only continues to stay in exis- 
tence because of members like you that are able to generously donate their 
time -- you know who you are and you are all deserving of a big shout-out. 


One of the biggest benefits to being part of the Board is getting to know the 
rest of the BoD in detail and getting to know most of the members much 
more in depth - a good group. As a side bonus | got to interface with the 
BoDs from many other clubs as well as communicate with the heads of many 
of the top DXpeditions (they either want money or to thank us for our contri- 
bution to NCDXF). 


I'm not gone, because as Past President | will still be part of the SDDXC BoD 
for another 12 months and have duties to fulfil. Who knows, | may even give 
another presentation or write an article during the next year - you aren't rid 
of me quite yet! 


Remember that the next meeting is this Wednesday 6-22-16 and it is Elec- 
tion night, see you all then. 


73, your almost done SDDXC President 


John, NAL 
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Secretary/Treasurer Reports 
Ellen, NSEUWW 


Will be distributed later. 


Ellen, NEUWW 


Vice President Report 
Howard, W6HDG 


‘As we slide down from the peak of the solar cycle, remember that there are tradi- 
tionally many upticks which can keep our DX motor running. And don’t forget 6 


ai 
: meters. Openings are fre- 
quent this time of year and 


Darrell Moody 


Wow - just got in from work and set JT65 listening, Europe has been worked 
and decoded 2 West Coast stations - NAGL (DM12, from the West Coast (see 
San Diego) and KF2T (DM25, Nevada). Words fail me, NC6K’s article in this news- 
been on 6m nearly 30 years and West Coast has letter). John NAGL, with just 


always been an aim but never heard before. Not made —-100 watts and a small Comet 


any QSOs yet but at least I'm hearing it. 4 element beam was the talk 
of the 6M Facebook Forum 


as JT65 screens decoded him 


all over the UK (see post by 
Darrell GOHVQ below). So 
i Sporadic-E has been living up 
to its first name. Sign up for 
free real-time automatic 


~“GOHVO's post on 6 Meter Facebook Forum mentioning NA6L 


‘emails when the 6m band is 


open from your QTH here: 

. http://www.dxmaps.com, 

: 4 = spots/warnings.php. I've 
been getting emails daily 
and it sure beats hanging out 
and waiting. 


Howard, W6HDG 
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THE SDDXC TOP 10 
By John, KeAM 


‘TOTAL BAND-COUNTRIES WORKED 


GAG 6S CALL «ZS «CD CFM— KD. CHG G/16.-G/1S_—CALL_—ZNS. 
1 rt kext 321 266927312835 33a, NAGLS 337 
2 2 Wevl 367 2654-2708 «2804 +56 «12,12, WRGBEG 330 
3 3 KeaM 2659271127521, 13, ADSI 
4 4 NIQW 376 2526 25262715 4k NOS 301 
5 5 NeCW 374? 2300 2629 i 18 KOA 227 
6. 6. WeYA MS? ? 2389 1 1S NNGK (226 
1 i? Koxa «34523052341 2371 HG 7.6. NGXT. (205 
a, 8 KeZH 33721352174 2284 118 WBIEAZ 7 
8, 10. W6YOO 306 21442181 2177,« #33120. NGUWW 290 
8. WNeK 332 © 1889 392¢ 21711520. KORHY 260 


ones. K5OA wakes up after a long silence to get his record up to date. 


first 20 places to accommodate the large number of entries in this category. 


‘em to the meeting. 


co 


1913 
1855 
1694 
1524 
129 
1513 
14 
1320 
428 

962 


cM 


1913 
1265, 
16 
3542 
1349 
1539 
14 
1331 
428 

975 


‘TOTAL BAND-COUNTRIES WORKED 


weD 


2088 
1975 
1820 
1633 
1597 
1539 
1442 
1331 
1026 
975 


Some nice big jumps again this time in the TBC category, the granddaddy of DX‘ing. Art, K6XT holds on to 
first place, but Jim, WEYI is catching up fast. WB1EAZ makes the biggest jump over last year with 226 new 


There’s plenty of room to make a decent gain in this category by getting on those bands where your totals 
are still low. Things should remain hot as we crest the top of the cycle. For the TBC list, we are showing the 


John, KEAM 
SDDXC RESULTS 
2015 CQ WORLDWIDE PHONE DX CONTEST 

‘CLASS CALL SCORE a50'S [UST FINISH 
‘SO- HP TFAX (NSZO) 2,826,175 [3,109 [473 | #1 Zone 40 
‘SO- HP K6NA 1,904,640 [1,470 | 480 |#3ZONE3 
‘SA-HP. ‘wer! 1,498,088 [1,022 [542 | #6ZONE3 
SOHP 10M | ZF2AH 877,184 3,011 [128 |#1ZONE8 

(WeVNR) #5 WORLD 
SAHP WBEBFG 55,480 133 [152 


cH 


+01 


+54 


+548 


4226 


NeW 


Each month, we will publish a top ten list for one of the lesser-recognized but hard won categories. Coming 
up next, 6/160 and digital followed by phone and CW. Please send me your totals for each band throughout, 
the year and you will be listed in coming months. Use the convenient form at http://www. sddxc.org or bring 


© Pages San Diego OX Club Bulletin 


From the Editor 


Bob, KIRHY 


Bouvet Island 

Three proven and experienced DXpedition leaders and a large team of operators have announced that 
they plan to activate the DXCC number #2 most wanted DXCC entity in late 2017 or early 2018. Ralph 
K@IR, Bob K4UEE and Erling LAGVM have been working on this project since returning from Peter | 
(3Y@X) some 10 years ago. 


The team claims to be making this announcement now, so that other DXpedition teams that may be 
considering Bouvet as a DXpedition target can re-direct their time and effort elsewhere. 


The team has announced an agreement with Nigel Jolly to provide transportation, a helicopter, pilot 
and mechanic. A preliminary plan has been submitted to the Norwegian Polar Institute (NPI) some time 
ago and it has been accepted, 


The team anticipates that a permit will be issued to land on Slakhallet (the huge glacier that covers the 
island). 


Experience summary: Leaders have eleven” DXpedition of the Year” awards, they have activated a 
dozen “top-ten” DXCC entities and amassed huge QSO totals at their most recent DXpeditions ie. 
Desecheo 118.000 QSOs, HK@NA 195,000 QSOs, FTSZM, 170,000 QSOs, KIN 140,000 QSOs. Their ex- 
perience in the Antarctic and Southern Oceans region is unparalleled. Heard Island, South Sandwich, 
South Georgia, Peter |, South Orkneys, Amsterdam Island, as well as numerous other operations from 
ALL seven continents. This team and it’s leaders have collectively given the given the DX community 
over 4,000,000 DXpedition QS0's. 


‘A website is under development and fundraising will begin in the months ahead, The team is looking 
forward to activating this difficult, dangerous and rare DXCC entity. 


Dxpedition leaders, 
Ralph K@IR 

Bob K4UEE 

Erling LABVM 


Thanks to DXWorld.net 
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What is there to say about Bouvet? Cold, virtually inaccessible, several activations in the past including 
3Y@C, 3Y@E, 3Y1VC, 3Y2GV, 3Y5DQ, 3YSX and LHAC. Ofthese previous activations, LH4C 
stands out. That was Gus Browning, WABPD, who was DXpeditioning all over at the time. | am a bit 
skeptical about some of Gus’ claims, but that is for another edition of the Bulleti 


Bob, KIRHY 
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Poway is Back on the DX Map! 
Eric Grief f, NC6K 


A big part of putting up my first tower (US Tower HDX-555) and SteppIR DB36 was my dread at the up- 
‘coming solar minimum between Cycle 24 and 25. | have been operating for the past 10 years in Poway 
using a variety of small beams (hexbeam and Cushcraft A3S) and a homebrew 270'-long inverted V with 
the apex at 25’. | don’t want to disparage these antennas — with the various setups, and often running 
100 Watts, | had achieved 9BWAS (160-10 M) and about 210 countries on DXCC. Once the City of Po- 
way enacted the ham-friendly antenna ordinance (thanks, NN3V1), | decided | had waited long enough 
(39 years as a ham) and was going to pull the trigger. It wouldn't be right for me to not thank KIROA, 
W2HDG, NN3V, W6OLL, ND7X, and KK6LWE (and his 4-wheel drive truck) for technical, physical and 
emotional support in putting up the tower and antenna, 


The new setup was operational on March 27, and | got 
right to work using it for DXing, contesting and lots of 
JT6S. Since late May, | had my FlexRadio tuned to 6 M to 
monitor for the rare Sporadic E (Es) openings that occa- 
sionally grace San Diego in the summer months. The last. 
part of my disclaimer before | get to the good stuff is 
that I can (and often do) run full legal limit power on 80 
through 10. I can run a maximum of 150 Watts on 6 Me- 
ters, and my normal working rig only puts out about 75 
Won the band. 


In the first week on the air, and with an SFI of about 
100, | worked about 35 DXCC entities on HF, including 
Aland Island (OH@), Cape Verde (D4), Togo (5V7), West- 
ern Sahara (S@1), Indonesia (YB@), Svalbard (JW), Philip 
pines (DV), Wallis & Futuna Island (FW), Tonga (A31), 
and Juan de Nova (FT4). In the first two weeks of April 
(SFI around 90), I worked East Malaysia (9W6), Heard 

Island (VK@), Juan de Nova and Western Sahara (again, 

new bands), Guyana (8R1), French Guyana (FY), and 

several dozen "common" DX countries. On April 23, 1 
worked EP2A on 20M on the first call ~ THAT was exciting! 


SteppIR DB36 (80 through 6 Meters) at 60’ 
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know, you're saying, "So what, | worked those too, and there were still sunspots and a solar flux well 
about the minimum (which | believe is around 60 or so). Late May came around, and with it, several 
consecutive days of ZERO SUNSPOTS. The SFI, which is a smoothed average of the past few weeks and 
more indicative of propagation than the daily sunspot number, was in the 80-90 region. This is what 
we'd probably call "fair" on the scale of "poor" to "excellent", and will likely be typical of the next year 
or two. During this period, we had the CQWW WPX Contest, an opportunity to work all kinds of DX for 
48 hours straight. | decided to run low power (100 Watts maximum) out of the realization that I'd never 
compete with the big guns on SOHP in Southern California (some of whom are reading this). Despite 
several periods of miserable propagation, | managed to make 905 QSOs in 27 hours, including 60 or 65 
DXCC entities. The highlight of my weekend was working Saudi Arabia (7Z1S!) on 20 M with 100 Watts! | 
also picked up about two dozen new band-countries, including VPS, ZB2, A31, SW1, SV9, LX, Gl, PZS, 
FWS, KH8 (several bands), P33, 235 and XRO. Remember, this is with a sunspot number of zero and 100 
Watts! 


So, what about 6 Meters? In about ten years of operating on the band from Poway (DM13), | had man- 
aged to work 36 states and confirm 34. My DXCC count was 3 (that's "three" and not a typo). In 39 
years of hamming, I'd never really paid much attention to the band, so | missed all the F2 openings of 
prior cycles. And, yes, I'm kicking myself daily over that, especially when I read about how the next few 
cycles may be worse than the current one. This past weekend was the ARRL VHF Contest, and as usual, | 
got on with the hope that the propagation gods would favor San Diego for once. NA6L has patiently ex- 
plained to me that we need to sacrifice an unused radio to them if we want any hope of openings here 
in the future, but | continue to monitor the band daily and take screen shots of DXmaps.com that show 
98% of the US covered in Es openings, except our little corner of the world. Saturday started out with 
some openings to the Pacific NW, and | made about 25 QSOs to CA, OR, WA and MT. Sunday was a big 
improvement - we had openings that were likely multiple-hop Es, and | picked up three new states 


6 Meter JT65 Spots on June 13. Note that | was received in El and F, and heard EA6, EA, 
and G. After this was taken, several other more eastern stations popped up briefly. 
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(MIN, MS and SD) to bring my total to 39. | finished the contest with 74 Qs and 33 grid squares on 6 
Meters, so not all that bad. Little did | know what awaited! 


Monday, June 13 

| sat down at my home office desk on with my coffee at about 7:15 local time, and opened the remote 
desktop to my radio PC. I glanced at the JT65 program and saw PA@RDY - my first thought was "some 
local joker is using the call to be funny". I've never heard a station beyond Massachusetts on 6, much 
less Europe. | took a sip of coffee, and while | was swallowing it, G8BCG calling CQ. decoded in front of 
me. OK - | must have left the radio on 20 M last night, right? NO - it's on 50.276II!!! | immediately had 
a rush of adrenaline and started looking at DXmaps - there were red lines all over the place, including 
from SoCal to Europe! | fired off an email to a bunch of you guys and immediately started calling 
G8BCG. As | watched, several El, G, EA6, F and ON stations came up, but we couldn't complete a QSO 
before the opening faded after about an hour. Talk about disappointing - | was almost in tears, not to. 
mention a state of shock at having heard this. "Magic band", indeed! The remainder of the day saw the 
band stay open across the US, and | worked quite a few stations in FL, VA, NC and Ml. 


Tuesday, June 14 
| got to the shack early, and by 1500Z, East Coast stations were starting to come in. At 1539Z, GBBCG 
appeared out of nowhere at -6 dB and I worked him easily. In the next few minutes, | worked GU8FBO 
and MM@AMW. My DXCC count just doubled! | got halfway through a QSO with an El4 before condi- 
tions got spotty, and then all of the Europeans disappeared. NAGL can relate his own experiences, but 
did even better than | did before having to leave for a dentist appointment. The next two days were 
back to reality in DM13 - not.a single QSO anywhere, and only one decode in 48 hours outside of the 
grid (an ID station that popped up for one minute). My new saying is "6 Meters giveth, and 6 Meters 
taketh away", but I'm now bound and determined to finish WAS and more. 


So, this is a bit of a long "brag tape". Yes, it’s nice to tell you about all of my exploits on the air with the 
new antenna setup, but | also want to show you that there's a ton of fun to be had at the bottom of 
the sunspot cycle on HF and VHF. Being able to point a big yagi in the right direction is great, and so is 
running 1500 Watts into said antenna, but a lot of the stations | worked were with the tower cranked 


down to 23' and the amp off. As I noted, | don't run more than about 75 W on 6 Meters either. So, go 
out there and work some DX - | want to hear all about it! 
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NC6K’s sample of what he was seeing on June 13 on 50.276 JT6S. He didn’t complete any QSOs, but 
the next day brought contacts with G, GM and GU. NAGL worked El and others. 
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June Meeting Program 


presentation of a video from the Italian DXpedition Team. The Italians operated as 3XY1T on Guinea 
(Los Island, AFOS1) from February 18 to March 4, 2016 


Rep, of GUINEA 
Los isiand AFGS1 
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